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On the next day the Kurus arranged a strong
force of their best elephants with the determination
of breaking the line of the Pandav forces. But
Bhima, mounted in his chariot, broke their line
instead, and wounded Duryodhan, whose brothers
rushed to the rescue. Bhima smiled grimly as the
fourteen princes closed in a ring about their brother ;
then his bow twanged with an ominous music, and
in a few moments six of the brothers lay dead upon
the plain. His success made Bhima careless, and he
penetrated alone into the ranks of the foe, to be
surrounded immediately by a hundred fighters whose
fierceness was their weakness, for the brave prince,
though sorely wounded and in great danger, held
his own until he was rescued by his friends. Again
night fell and the battle was undecided.

IX

Morning dawned, and Arjun rushed into the field,
his chariot drawn by milk-white chargers carrying
all before it. But on this day the Pandavs received a
severe check throughout the whole line of battle.
Next day, however, the fight began by the slaughter
of Bhisma's charioteer, and the Pandavs took fresh
heart when they saw the great leader standing helpless
on the field. But the old warrior had still fresh
laurels to win, and, enraged by his momentary fall,
he put forth renewed energy, mustered his forces,
advanced steadily, and routed the Pandavs with
terrible slaughter. But his fall was near.